
22.8% of young people aged 16 to 24 living in the Basque Country use 
Basque as their mother tongue 

This percentage has increased slightly over the last twenty years, from 
19.1% to 22.8% 

On occasion of the International Mother Tongue Day (21st February), the 
Basque Youth Observatory would like to provide some data on the mother tongue 
used by young people aged 16 to 24 in the Basque Country. 

In 2011, 13.7% of young people living in the Basque Country aged 16 to 24 stated 
that Basque was their only mother tongue. Another 9.1% said that their mother 
tongues were both Basque and Castilian or French. For most, however, their 
mother tongue was a language other than Basque (77.2%). 

 

Consequently, we can say that Basque is the mother tongue, in combination or not 
with other languages, for 22.8% of young people living in the Basque Country. 

If we compare these data with those from 20 years ago, we shall find that the 
percentage of young people who say their mother tongue is Basque (alone or 
together with another language) has increased slightly from 19.1% to 22.8%. 

If, instead of comparing the current data with those of young people from twenty 
years ago, we should compare the data with people over 64 years of age today, we 
shall see that, in the Basque Country, the percentage of those who claim their 
mother tongue is Basque (exclusively or together with other languages) is still 
somewhat higher among the elderly (24.6%) than among young people (22.8%). 

These differences between older and younger people are on the decrease as the 
percentages in 1991 were 30.4% for elderly people and 19.1% for younger people; 
i.e. a difference of 11 points in 1991 compared to scarcely two points today. This is 
due, not so much to an increase in the number of young people whose mother 
tongue is Basque but to the decline among people aged over 64 who state Basque 
as their mother tongue. 

These data have been obtained from the V. Sociolinguistic Survey of the Basque 
Government, prepared in 2011. 

Follow us on the social networks! 
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